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Letter from the Head

As we approach the end of term we also
approach the ‘end of ara’. Many families will
have happy memories of this building: what it
meant to them, what it meant and still means to
their daughters. There are many aspects of life
here in Stoneygate Road we will be sad to leave.
The time for moving on is now! We areoming to
excellent facilities, purpose built for learning in
the 2£' Century. We are very fortunate to be able
to provide these opportunities for your daughters,
Challney High School for Girls is the same good
school, striving to be a better school, ineav
building. We will continue to do our very best for 1A
all girls in our care, encouraging them to develop N s D S AR AL
and show Respect, to access allgbsitive Happy Christmas, everyone. Tleisarming
Opportunities which come their way and to nativity scene was made Bpul Spaceupils.
demonstrate Achievement at the highest possible
level.

As we nove on, we say farewell to friends and
colleagues who have done so much for the schod
Mr Childs has been instrumental in tending and
nurturing the flowers and plants at the front of the
school. Mrs Nash has looked after hundreds of
girls at lunchtime bdt as Kitchen Manager and as

27" January 2011

HOLocAUST

MEMORIAL DAY

Midday Supervisor. Mrs Sones, who prints These are exciting times and | look forward to
Challney News and produces resources, booklets, working with you for the benefit of your

letters and other printed material for girls and daughters. | wish you and your families a very
staff, is logging off for the last time. These friendsg  Happy Christmas andReaceful New Year
have given an amazing service te #thool, over M. Arthur

many years. | would like to thank them and to
wish them the very best of retirements. Their

increased leisure time has most certainly been

well-earned! Inside This Issue

| look forward to welcoming the girls for 3 Children in Need
familiarisation in the new building: Years& and

9 on Thursday® January and Years 11 and 10 (in Awards Evening

that order) on Friday*7January. Girls should

wear their uniform for this new start in the new Mrs Johnson

building. Staff will be there to welcome them and Faith in Harmony

show the girls how to acse the school

RSN | A

Thank you for your support
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Science Club

Every Tuesday after school, tBeience
Departmenholds a Science Club for Key Stage 3
pupils. The club is run by Mrs Mahony (Head
Technician) with help from Miss Prince (Science
Teaching Assistant). We organise a range of
activities, aimed at having fun with scientific
ideas.

So far this yearwe have covered a wide range
of different topics, from Biology, Chemistry and
Physics. We have learnt about fossils, and made
our own using Plaster of Paris; we also learnt hoy
to make our own paints, and used them to paint
our fossils. We looked at hotw make our own
hand creams and bath bombs using chemicals
used in the laboratory, which the girls were able t
take home with them and use. We learnt about
saturated solutions, and used our knowledge to
grow our own crystals, and even do fire writing!
We delved into chemical reactions, and used theg
ideas to create some spectacular reactions, such
homemade volcanoes, the genie in the bottle and
elephants toothpaste! We also organised a specia
‘Spooky Night, covering all things spooky,
supernaturaand gruesome!

Although Science Club will be closing down
for a short time whilst we move to the new schoo
we hope to be back up and running as soon as
possible after the move, and we look forward to
seeing many of you thebetails of when we will
be resarting will be posted nearer the time.

African Caribbean
Achievers Awards

Once agaimwe were very pleased

to make nominations to The \‘/
African Caribbean Development —p | <G
Forum (ACCDF) in association ’f\
with Luton Borough Council for

our pupils’ achievements ovtre
past year. Our nominations for
200910 were:

KS3 Most Improved Pupil Performane&hane
Quashie

KS3 Outstanding Academic Achievemerhane
Quashie

KS4 Most Improved Pupil Performanee
Summer Ajayi

KS4 Outstanding Academic Achievement
SummerAjayi
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KS3 Achievement in SportShenia Jouavel
KS4 achievement in Musie
Zawditu Lewis
KS4 achievement in Sport
Nickesha Hutchinsan

You will notice that Zhane

Quashiewasnominated for both
academic awards at K&tage 3

Luton and Bedfordshire

and Summer Ajayi at Key Stage [
4. This is the first time in the -

history of the awards and this is the sixth annual

Awards Evening-that a pupil has been

nominated by our school for both academic

awards in the Key Stage in theame year. Our

decisions, as ever, were based upon sound

statistical evidence. All these girls deserve our

D congratulations; Zhane and Summer doubly so!

All the girls who we nominated were formally

presented with their awards at Stopsley Baptist
Church on the evening of Satlay 26"

e November. As befits such a prestigious event, the

as dress code was formal. While the gentlemen wore

suits, women were invited to attend in prom

dresseslt was a very lovely occasion.

Black History Month
" Quiz

Once again, Challney High
School forGirls took up the
challenge and competed in
the annual alLuton
secondary school Black
History Month Quiz. On the afternoon of Tuesday
2" November, 12 of our girls, making up two
teams, climbed aboard our new minibase
driven to Icknield High Schopthe venue for this
year’s eventWe aredelighted to say that our
teams finished”? and 4" respectively and deserve
praise both for taking part and for doing so well.
The girls involved wereVictoria Amoda 9M,
D'Andra Lewis 9M, Anna Burton 10Y, Patiac
Chidavarume 10Y, lona Odwin 10Y, Zhane
Qureshi 10M, Natasha Kamuna 10N, Sylvanna
Chance 10M, liwas Abdulahi 10H, Abigail
Stephenson 10A, Kelly Heslop 10A and Tatenda
Mushure 10AOur congratulations go to them all.
Breaking news: in a bid to steal home
advantage next year, we have offered to play host
to Black History Month 2011. Already, we have
had our bid accepted by tbeganisersWe are
hopeful that we will regain the shield that we last

<

L

KS3 Achievement in Musie Shahnee Parkins

won in 2009.
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Children in
Need

Under the guidance of
Mrs Kettley and Mrs
Sharma, Culture Club
organised a very
successful fundraising event for Children in Need
at lunchtime on Friday f8November in the Main
Hall. The event was open to thiwole school;
indeed all form groups were invited to set up their
own stdl to raise money for this worthy cause.
You will not be surprised
to learn that on the day
there were all types of
stall, including those
selling cakes and raffle
tickets, those with a

guess the number of
sweets in the jar
competition, and many,
many mae besides . Pudsey Bear stickers were
made available and pupils were permitted to wea
yellow accessories for the day to mark the
occasion. Buckets were dotted around the hall fof
everyone to volunteer further donations if they
wished so to do. Naturallpur pupils and staff

not only took part in great number but were
generous, too, both with their time and their
money. In all, £667.70 was raised in just this shof
period of time. We know that this money will
make a difference to the lives of childrernsles
fortunate than ourselves.

\%
@% QL

%‘o ogé;/ % ogé;/ € IS \’ogé;l
Staff Leavers

Sadly, wemustsay farewell tdhree members of
staff, all of whom are retiring

Mrs Maureen Sones Resources Manager

Mrs Margaret Nash Midday Supervisor

Mr Ted Childs- Assistant Caretaker

We wish then dl along and happy retirement.

Starters

Mrs Silvana Duggarcurrently a Teaching
Assistant has beemappointed tahe Parent

-

—+

Support Adviser posin a temporary basis.
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Farewell to Mrs Sones

After 32 years on the staff at Challney High
School for Girls Mrs. Maureen Sones has sadly
decided to retire. Although we know her today as
our Resources Manager, she began life with us as
a midday supervisor. It was not long, however,
before her computer talents were recognised
Soonshe was employed in the conb@uroom and
was instrumental in setting up the SIMS system.
In time, she was promoted to her current post
which she has held for so lotigatit is almost
impossible to imagine her doing anything else. “I
took on the post so long ago, | don’t even
remembewhen,” she admitted. In this, her final
edition of the Challney News, we would like to
thank her for all she has done for our school over
the years and wish her well for the future. The
new school will not be the same without her.

Even better behaviour

Since September wigave been running our new
Whole School Behaviour Policy . Those of you
who attendegour daughter’s Information

Evening will have heard about our new behaviour
policy in detail.If you did not please refer tthe
information in your daugter’s planner. We hope
that youwill be able to discuss with her.

The system is based upon the idea that the
whole school community is very well aware of the
standards we expect aaflthe consequences
shoulda pupil decide to break them. We want to
ercourage pupils to regulate their own behaviour
andto see it as a deliberate choice if they decide
to misbehave.

Obviously we have considered our reward
system alongside the sanctions and believe that
most girls will be encouraged to do the right thing
by the prospect of being acknowledged for doing
well.

The feedback from all side® farhas been
really positive.The general perception has been
that behaviour around the school has been even
better than beforandthatthe system is working
well.

The mainadvantage is thahe systenis open
and transparent and fair to all.

R
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Awards Ceremony

For the last time in the current school building,
parents, pupils and dignitaries packed into the
Main Hall for our Annual Awards Evening. Once
again, there was alf house in celebratory mood,
and with good reason: last year was another very
successful year for the school.

At the call of their names, pupils past and
present were proudly applauded onto the stage tq
collect their prizes. The range of the awards for
such a wide variety of subjects emphasised the
breadth of the curriculum that we offer. Starting
with Year7 pupils, who had won awards for their
work in single subjects, the programme built up tqg
recognise the achievements of older girisl
finally lastyear’'sYear11 pupils who had
returned specially for the evening. Uppermost
amongst these were two good friends, Tiere
Gaile, whose achievements included an incredibl
10%2 GCSE passes at grade A*, and Xitong Gu,
who gained 9 passes at A* plus 3%2 morgratie
A.

The evening was not all about academic
success, however. Sports Colours, for instance,

were presented to a very talented field of athletes.

Also, for the first time, there was an award for
Sports Personality of the Year which was receive
by a vey delighted Shenia Jouavel.

Amidst all the celebration were poignant
moments, too. The Dr. Hisham Jebar Awards for
Mathematics, the Liz Orton Award for Original
Writing and the Khazeena Akram Memorial
Award for achievement in the face of adversity
were dl timely reminders of staff and pupils who
once contributed so much éar school but who
have sadly passed away in recent years. Challne
High School for Girls is a strong community: ever;
at such times of celebration, these people are nof
forgotten.

It was left to guest speaker, actress, TV
presenter and producer, Vicky Licorish, to
articulate this strength. As a former Challney High
School for Girls pupil who has achieved so much
in life herself, she was quick to remind everyone
of the huge potentialfahe pupils. If any
remained in doubt that they are in prime position
to shape their own destiny, she swept this away
when she declaredit’s not important that you
take charge of your own futurng’s essentiaf
No-one disagreed.

1%
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Top achievers returning to receive their certificates

A aurrent preceiving
hershield

Licorish, our Awards
EveningGuest
of Honour
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Victims of the Pakistan flais.
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Mrs Johnson

Mrs Johnson was our form tutor as well as our
companion from the moment we stepped in to
Challney. We cannot believe how she has left us
so soon. Mrs Johnson taught Textiles in Challney
for many yearslthoughshe was not just a teacher
but also a friend torey one who knew her.

We were all very uneasy when we first came tg
Challney on New Intake Day. However, when it
was our first actual day as Year 7s, we were all
very impatient to meet Mrs Johnson. | remember
was late, not very good | know. | thought thviis
Johnson would shout at me but, as a soon as |
opened the door, she smiled and said, “Morning
poppet!”. Now | realise that it is true when they
say that you don’t recognize how precious
someone is to you until you lose them.

| remember how we were alery excited for
our first official Challney Sports Day. We all
wanted to participate and come in a good position
to make Mrs Johnson proud pbeing her usual
jolly self, she said that she didn’t mind even if we
came last; it was the taking part that cted. We
came third over all but we were so happy it was 3
if we were in first place. With Mrs Johnson there,
we all felt comfortable in the school environment.
We were comfortable sharing our problems and
worries with her and she would solve them in a
jiffy.

At the beginning of Year 8 we all talked as a
class about what we had done in the summer
holidays. | remember Mrs Johnson saying to me
and two other girls in the class, “Pull up your ties,
poppets. We don’'t want those fish ties now do
we?” That was auusual routine and we would all
laugh as a class.

Midway through Year 8, Mrs Johnson started td
come to school less and less. We would ask why
Mrs Johnson was not in school. Teachers would
simply answer by saying that she was quite ill.
Most of the classvas bored with hearing the same
answer again and again. Wanting to get in touch
with Mrs Johnson, we sent videos, cards and
flowers, helped by Miss Dolan and Miss
Ponsonby.

So, our second Sports Day was without Mrs
Johnson and therefore we really werewthered
about it at all. We barely had anyone wanting to
participate. We didn’t have any spirit and we
didn't care if we came last. We just wanted Mrs

Johnson back.
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Finally, when summer was over, we expected
to see Mrs Johnson smiling and welcoming us
back It was then that we found out that she had
cancer and we were distraught. Little did we know
that this was only the beginning. We received a
card from her saying how she missed us so much
and loved the videos and presents. A few weeks
later Mrs Arthur téd us the news which we all
hoped never to hear. Mrs Johnson had passed
away. Everyone was silent for a few seconds not
being able to believe what had happened. Our
lives were so dull it was as if there was no
sunshine.

Many students and teachers attented
funeral. We all miss Mrs Johnson, more than we
can say. Mrs Johnson made a place in all our
hearts and that place can never be taken, no matter
what. We are all very fortunate to have had her in
our lives. She made all our gloomy days shine
with happness when she smiled.

We miss you so much, Mrs Johnson. We know
that you will always look down on us. To our

poppet.
Kiran Afsar 9L and Sharmin Akther 9L

Miss Orr and 8N position withthe cakes that
they had baketbr Children in Needbefore the rush
to buy them bega
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The school’s new MLE

The school has just gone live with its new
Managed Learningnvironment MLE for short.
But what is it?

The MLE is essentially a web site that provides
a number of basic functions which are valuable in
the learning process. A set of tools and navigatio
aids are provided, with the aim of placing any
online educational materialstina clear,
organised structure. Such ‘amvironmerit will
provide students with easy access to course
documents, teacher notes, online courseware,
revision material, questionnaires and
communication tools.

The MLE should improve teaching and learning
by providing a portal to access work-24
exchange ideas and help track pupils’ progressio
throughout the key stages. The 24ccess for
pupils will mearthat, if they are ill or the school
is closed for any reason, they should be able to
access work ankssons using the school's MLE
as long as they have access to a computer and t
internet

The development of the MLE and lesson
content will take time as teachers get to grips with
this new technology and transfer their resources
Some departments witlevelopednore quickly
than others but the school strategy over a 5 year
period is to eventually have all lesson resources

available on the MLE We will keep you
informed of any further developments on the
Faith in Harmony
All secondaryschools from across Lutamere
invited to participate irthe _
which was heldast month at \‘)
Cardinal Newmarigh School !j  /
Faith in Harmony is about the
about the different figions we haven our town
and how they affect our community. This was a
really good opportunity fopupilsto discuss how
Most of us at first thought wasgoing to bea
lecture buthonestly afterwardswve all had
changedur mirds. The way that everything was
forwardto what was going to happen. Once our
school leaderAbigail, has settled ysve were all
very eager tiegin It all started with an

—

e

MLE on a regular basis.

“Faith in Harmony”"Conference

whole of Luton coming together as dodearn
theyfeel about faith.

arranged was brillianEveryonebegan tdook
introduction from a staff membermwim Cardinal

Challney News
Newman who explained why we weteere.She
handed over to th&udentsof Cardinal Newman
who explainedhat heirs is theonly faith-based
High Schoolin Luton.

We started off with anite breaker’exercise
Three winners were called out ameb of them
were from our schopMathusha Mathiyalagan 8C
and Sharmin Akther 9lNext, two sixth formers
performed érilliant play on howimportantit is
to know about fair tradingWe also watched a
video clipshowing thathereare many fair trade
schools around the countryheyexplainedwhat
theydo to help fair trading. We had a break
during whichwe were giverfair trade biscuiteind
juice. They also gave us dried mango peels which
we all tried and agreed were delicious.

After break ve had an aatity which involved
being allocated a religion which we had to talk
about. During lunch we were entertained by
Polishand Irish dancers and a gospel chitiey
all did a really good job. After lunch we had a
quiz andin groups we werallocateda religon
which we had to talk abourt front of everyone
else We then talked abotiow far the religion
either united or divided usfterwards wewent
around the hall signing pledges, lighting candles
andlooking at pictures. In the end we all swapped
pledgesand saidgoodye to our groups. Over all
we enjoyedraith in Harmony and wal like to
thank the staff for letting us go theespecially
Mr Palmerfor organising the trip anblrs Breen
and Mrs Dunville for taking us in the minibus
The girls who represead the school so well
were Abigail Stepheson10A, Kiran Afsar and
Sharmin Akthe®L, Mathusha Mathiyalagaand
Csilla Kulscar 8C and Tania Rafig 7X.

Kiran Afsar 9L

Soul Space at Christmas

With the lead up to Christmas and th~
festive season, preparatare in full
swing at Soul Space. The club is run
on a weekly basis and aims to build ¢
awareness of Christianity, celebrating
the major festivalslt is welcoming to

all.

This halfterm Tuesday lunchtimes have been
eagerly awaitedMany girlshavetaken part in
making Christmas arts and crafts and learning
about the true meaning of Christmas and its
importance to the Christian faith.

Those girls who have participated in the clubs
have had an opportunity to design a traditional
nativity scenemaking th& own religious figures
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and decorations for a3 Christmas tree currently
on display in Room 36. Staff and students alike
have been creative in their work and have found
the activities to have been an enjoyable
experience.

As well as practical activitge the girls have
also seen an animated version of the Christmas
story and have enjoyed singing along to Christma
songs and taking part in a Christmas card/calend
competition. All the entries have been fantastic
and the girls have made a huge effonntake
their work original. The winners of this
competition will be announced in the last week of
term.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank
Mrs Abiaka, Mrs Aytoun, Mr Mehta and all those
members of staff who have offered their time and
support © make this club a succe$¥e wish you
all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New Year.

Fashion show for
Pakistan flood victims

The recent Charity Fashion Show in aid of the
flood victims in Pakistan, coordinated by Ms
Menni, Mrs Noreen antfirs Massey, raisethe
very impressive sum d#3600.71Altogether, he
school raised just over £4000 wheur bucket
collectionsare alsaaken into account. All the
proceeds have since be#gwnatedo the Disaster
Emergency Committe@®EC) for use in heir
essential work.

Thanks are due to allur female staff and
pupilswho wereinvolved in the fashion walk
with special thanks to Mrs Breen and Miss Rose,
the pupils who performed the Asian dancing, the
volunteers, the staff whorovidedsupervison,
and our wonderful site team for their assistance.
Thanks also to the 20 parents who cooked for thg
event and Sidra MughalLM for providing most
of the drinks.

The thanks don’t end there as we are also
grateful to local shops such as Niralla (for
providingthe desserts), Expressions Beauticians
andSpecial Memories Photographas well ago
Bartham Press (for the printinghd Fabehéor
the loan of outfits It was a great community
effort.

Ms Menni explains:

“The evening consisted of three different

fashion walks with three dress changes,
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entertainment and musical performances by

pupils, andots of food donated by parents. It

really was afun event for a worthy cause, and |

hope those who came enjoyed it as much as | did.

It's always nice to get togeer in such events but

when it's done for the sake of charity it's even

better. Let us remember the reason for the fashion

show- the victims of the Pakistan flood.
TheUnited Nationdhasestimated that 21

million people were injured anadehomeless

beause of itexceeding the combined total of

individuals affected by th2004 Indian Ocean

tsunamj the 2005 Kashmir earthqualead the

2010 Haiti earthquakeThe devastation and

suffering is unimaginable and pur busy daily

lives, helping humanity and atity should be

dear to all our heartsFinally. a very big

thank you to Miss Arthur and Mr Palmer

for supporting the event and providing

help throughout.”

Parent Teacher
Association

Our Parent Teacher Associatjdhe

Challney Girls High School Associat,
continues to meet regularly to explore ways
in which school staff and parents and carers
can work together for the good of the girls.
Following the Annual General Meeting in
October, some new faces were elected to the
committee.

The parent and carer wonittee members elected for
201011 are: Mrs Shaeen IgbaMrs Yasmin Sheikh
Mrs Fatima RizviMs Leslie Smith and/ls Ratina
Hussainln addition, two further parents were-opted
to the committee. They are: Mrs Nishal Shah lsiisd
Pauline Nelson.

The saff had already held their own election to
select staff committee members. They are:

Mrs Mila BusawonMrs Indu KaushalMr John Justin
andMrs Caroline Massey

Miss Arthur, in her role as Hetahcher, is
automatically the President of tAssociation
However, & her pressing schedule makes her
attendance difficult, she has again this year asked M
Alan Palmer, Assistant Hetsdcher, to chair the
meetings in her absence.

If you would be interested in joining the Parent
Teacher Association and helpg to plan events in the
future to bring parents, carers and staff closer togeth
please come along to our next meeting in our new
school building on Wednesday"2anuary at 5.00 pm.
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Thank you for your
support

The survey that yoaompleted for us during
Consultation Day on Z1October left us with a lot
to be cheerful about. The results confirmed that
you have a lot in faith in the school and that you
are broadly very happy with the quality of
education that we provide.

For instance, your feedback toldthat 95% of
you feel that your daughters enjoy school, 95% o
you feel that the school informs you about your
daughter’s progress and 94% of you feel that
teaching at our school is good.

We know how important your daughter’s safety
is to you, so we weresassured that 97% of you
feel that we keep your child safe. You know how
much we value your support for your daughters’
learning, so we were delighted that 92% of you
feel that we help you to support your daughters’
learning.

There are, however, some adgexaf school that
you feel less confident abo0tou told us that this
is mostly because you are not aware of some of
the work that we are doing. For example, 10% of
you indicated that you did not know if we made
sure that your daughter is well preparedtfe
future and 9% of you said you did not know
whether the school helps your daughter to have g
healthy lifestyle. We feel that we work very hard
in both of these areas. As a result of the survey,
however, we have decided that we need to try
harder to mie sure that you are better informed
about the work that we do.

i
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Challney Girls are
champions once again!

Our Year 9 Netball team are the Luton Schools
league champions oa again for the third year

in a row.

The girls had secured their place in the final, held
on Wednesday"8December, by first beating all
other teams in their league and then drawing their
last match with Icknield High School. Icknield

had been levelropoints with us going into that

last league game, so whichever team had won this
match would have been through to the fintd
compete against the winner of the other netball
league. However, as the game ended in a draw,
the position in the final had toe awarded to the
team that had scored more goals in their league
games: but, with a massive 49 goals, there would
be only one team going through and that was ours.
The final was played against Stopsley High
School. The girls knew it would be a tough amat

as they had played against Stopsley recently in the
County tournament and lost. We knew we had to
win this game, and win we did, scoring eight

goals to Stopsley’s five, making Challney High
School for Girls the Luton Schools U14 Netball
League Championg£ongratulations to all the

girls that competed in the netball league and

final.: Shenia Jouavel (Captain),
Natasha Choudhry, Kiran Afsar.
Tolu Akinmokun, lka
Chowdhury, Persia Nabavi,
Sonia Massamba, and Sharmin
Akther.

The most pleasing of all the
results of the survey was that a
huge 97% of you either agreed of
strongly agreed that you are Mon 3rd Jan
happy with your child’s Tue 4th Jan
experience at this school. Not for|}| Thu 6 Jan
a momeh, however, should you
imagine that are we complacent.
We can promise you that weill Fri 7 Jan
strive to ensure that the 3% of yol
who felt otherwisavill have Mon 10 Jan
changed your mind by this time ||| Wed 12 Jan
next year when we carry out the mﬂ gg :]]22
next surveyRest assurethat we Thu 3 Feb
will not be satisfied until every Thu 10 Eeb
parent and carer is happy with Thu 17 Eeb
their daughter’s experience at ouf
school. Meanwhile, thank you Thu 31 Mar
very much for your support. Fri 8 Apr

Spring Term Diary Dates 2011

Bank Holiday

Training Day

Year 7 visit new school 9.00 -10.30
Year 8 10.30 - 12.00
Year 9 1.15-2.45
Year 11 visit 9.00 - 10.30
Year 10 10.30-12.00

Term starts

Parent Teacher Association meeting 5.00 - 6.00pm
Year 11 Consultation Evening from 4.30pm

Year 7 and 8 Information Evening 4.45 - 6.15pm
Year 9 Options Information Evening 4.45 - 6.15pm
Year 10 and 11 Information Evening 4.45 - 6.15pm
Year 9 Consultation Evening from 4.30pm

Mon 21 - Fri 25 Half term

Year 10 Consultation Evening from 4.30pm

Gift Day and End of term




