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Letter from the Head 
 

It is hard to believe that we have been working here in 

this amazing building for 3 terms now.  The trauma of 

last yearôs removals in the snow and ice seem part of 

another life!  As I look around the school now, fully 

functioning, well stocked and of high quality, I cannot 

contemplate ever packing up and moving again!  Staff 

and girls have made this truly ñChallney High School 

for Girlsò, a purpose built, high quality learning 

environment fit for the 21
st
 Century and a fitting place 

for girls to learn and to develop.  They deserve the best 

and we will continue to work hard to offer that. 

We continue to work with our partners to ensure the 

environment is of the highest quality to enable 

learning.  RIBA East awarded the architects a ñSpirit 

of Ingenuityò Award for their design.  We have 

recently installed shade sails to provide shelter and 

shade for the girls using the rear terrace.  Street 

lighting from Addington Way to the school gate is at 

last complete.  We very much hope to have space for 

our Fitness Suite before the end of this academic year.  

We know girls have missed the opportunity to work on 

specific aspects of fitness and well-being and see the 

re-opening of the suite as a priority. 

Throughout the last two terms we have been working 

closely with some other schools, having aligned with 

Ashcroft, Icknield, Lealands, Lea Manor, Stopsley and 

Woodlands as ñLuton Futuresò.  We are committed to 

collaborative working to raise standards and achieve ña 

brighter future for our childrenò.  We will retain our 

identity but work with other schools and the Local 

Authority to ensure the widest range of opportunities 

are available to your daughter and will share staff 

development opportunities.  

 

 

Inside this edition you will be able to read of many of 

the exciting things that have been happening in school.   

 

We remain committed to offering experiences outside 

and beyond the curriculum and to enabling girls to 

lead or to be of service.  Charitable giving remains a 

strength of our school and girls are to be commended 

on their efforts to support others.  The wearing of 

yellow for Children in Need is quite low key but great 

fun and pulls everyone together.  The choice of Keech 

as the school charity for the year is most popular and 

places our work firmly within our Luton community. 

As the term draws to a close I know many girls are 

ready for a holiday.  Year 11 have worked hard for 

their mock exams and will need time to re-charge their 

batteries whilst beginning their long term preparation 

for summer exams.  I wish you all a happy and restful 

time with your families over the holiday.  

 

 

 

 
and peaceful times throughout 2012. 
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Childrenôs Book Week   
 

Beginning on Monday 3
rd

 October 2011, we 

celebrated Childrenôs Book Week. This was a 

marvelous week in which lots of children enjoyed 

reading and discussing books. Miss Harlock, our 

school librarian, had prepared a number of 

competitions with prizes which included a £10 

book token. One competition, the ñPostcard 

Reviewò, involved reading a favourite book, 

writing a review about it, and then entering the 

review in to a prize draw.  

Another competition was called ñGuess the 

Dinner Partyò. All you had to do was guess the 

characters from the objects left as 

clues on the dinner table. 

 In the week after Book Week we 

enjoyed a scholastic book fair in 

the Library on the 11
th
 and 12

th
 

October to which crowds of people turned up to 

buy books. On the last day, some were put on sale 

for only 50p and there was also lovely stationary 

to buy, too. It was certainly a very eventful week. 

Neya Iqbal 8N 

 

The Citizens 

Foundation 
 

Following our efforts to raise money for the 

Citizens Foundation last year during Fundraising 

Week, we recently received this letter of thanks. 

 

 

Red Nose Day  

 
 

We have also received the following letter from 

the organisers of Comic Relief to thank us for our 

efforts in raising money for their cause through 

the sale of red noses on 18
th
 March. 

 

 

Faith Conference 
 

On Friday 4
th
 November, our school councillors 

attended a Faith Conference at Stopsley High 

School. Here we were put into groups with 

students from other schools including Cardinal 

Newman, Challney Boys, Lea Manor and 

Putteridge. 

All groups took part in three workshops. The first 

consisted of analysing our identity through 

questions such as, ñWhat is identity?ò, ñHow 

much of ourselves do we put on display for the 

world to see?ò and ñHow much do we keep secure 

only for the eyes of close family and friends?ò  

Then, still in our groups, we made t-shirts to show 

how much of our personality or character 

everybody knows, our friends know, only we 

know, and God knows.  

There was some pretty deep thinking going on. 

Energetically, everyone put their heads together to 

come up with ideas and drawings to express their 

views. Out of this, a fashion show was organized, 

with some creativity, complete with lights and 

music. Each group elected a model to showcase 

their final shirt design. There were some fantastic 

results and those that we took away afterwards 

should be on display in school soon.  
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During our break we enjoyed fair-trade orange 

juice and biscuits. The purpose of the following 

workshop was to raise awareness of the rapidly 

increasing fair trade phenomenon. Most of us 

have heard of how farmers, who do all the work, 

are paid only a fraction of what their businesses 

generate from selling goods 

like bananas, coffee and tea. 

There was a brief 

entertaining role play by 

Cardinal Newman sixth form 

students about the Fairtrade 

franchise and the effect that it 

is having on farmers 

worldwide. We then worked together in groups 

again and discussed ideas for raising greater 

awareness of and commitment to Fairtrade. Some 

ideas included holding Fairtrade cake sales and 

Fairtrade fashion shows. 

Afterwards we learnt about the campaign óI am 

more thanéô which tries to make others 

overcome prejudices they may have, such as 

prejudices about vibrantly coloured hair, make up 

and tattoos. The whole concept is to teach people 

that it is what we are on the inside that matters 

and that we, as the next generation, should be 

treated positively. We should not be prejudged by 

our appearance nor by the behaviour of the small 

minority of young people who badly represent the 

rest of us. Our groups brainstormed ideas to help 

improve integration and to take down barriers 

between todayôs misunderstood youth and the rest 

of the world, which we feel are becoming more 

and more apparent in society. 

Finally, we were given the opportunity to 

interview Lutonôs local MP, Gavin Shuker. He 

was questioned about lots of things from his own 

aspirations as a child to his views about the rise in 

university fees. With so many determined, 

passionate young individuals in the room, there 

was definitely a strong sense of politics in the air! 

On the whole, everyone had a great time. We 

especially enjoyed mixing with students from 

other schools in our community, who we donôt 

normally see much of, and coming together to 

discuss important issues which are affecting our 

society.  

 

Sabeera Dar 10P 

 

 

Astronomy Trip to the 

Museum of Science and 

the Observatory in 

Oxford 
 

After many days of anticipation, we managed to 

start the day with a flat tyre. Luckily, this incident 

occurred before most of the students had arrived 

and Mr. Mackenzie conveniently had it fixed in 

good time. So, eventually, we made it to Oxford 

and there found ourselves captivated by, and I 

quote, ñan unrivalled collection of early scientific 

instruments in the worldôs oldest surviving 

purpose-built museumò. 

Following an extensive, enjoyable tour, packed 

with interesting stories about its vast collections 

of old, intricate compasses, ancient sundials, the 

works of Einstein, numerous microscopes and 

telescopes, as well as insights into the earliest 

stages of digital photography, we made our way to 

the Denys Wilkinson Building. This building 

houses the Astrophysics and Particle Physics 

Departments at Oxford University. Before we 

began our tour of this prestigious facility , 

however, we had a spot of lunch. 

We were then given the amazing opportunity to 

visit the Wetten telescope dome. This turned out 

to be a sophisticated 12-inch telescope in a small 

room, aiming upwards towards the dome. The 

speaker gave a brief introduction regarding the 

functions of the telescope (to penetrate through 

clouds and dust particles in the air in order to 

perceive quality images of space).  

As he spoke, though engrossed in what he was 

saying, our group observed an aberration in his 

voice. We soon found out that this was the effect 

of the dome that we were standing beneath; the 

sound waves were bouncing off the walls of the 

dome and were constantly reflected in random 

places, giving the uneasy illusion of the speakerôs 

voice encompassing us. This was not the only 

fascinating experience we had; sounds of 

amusement were heard when the dome began 

rotating. This was simply to align the slit in the 

dome with the telescope, in order to gain a clear 

perspective of the night sky.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astrophysics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Particle_physics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_University
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After leaving this immersing talk, we trotted along 

quite happily to our lecture on Dark Energy. The 

lecture turned out to be fascinating; in fact most 

agreed it was the highlight of the day as the 

speaker, Phil Bill , was extremely eloquent and 

passionate about explaining scientific theories and 

answering our demanding questions regarding 

space, dark matter and black holes. Did you know 

that, if human life managed to continue in a black 

hole, we would stretch into an elongated shape, 

the process appropriately named spaghettification 

(or commonly referred to as the noodle effect)? 

Everyone was devastated to leave because by the 

end of the talk we had become fully mesmerized 

by the compelling wonders of cosmology.         

Our final stop, however, was at Hanwell 

Community Observatory. I have 

to admit that our initial 

impressions were quite bleak. 

The scenery was dark and 

gloomy and our minds were 

already buzzing with information 

from the previous session. Still, 

despite being exhausted, we persevered. The tour 

consisted of a long, startling walk through the 

woods via a narrow muddy path that seemed to be 

leading to nowhere when our group leader 

suddenly came across a clearing in the throng of 

creepy trees. Here we were introduced to three 

large, permanently mounted telescope structures 

that were completely different to any we had seen 

previously in the day.  

The first, the Millennium Telescope, is a 

Newtonian reflector for observation on a very 

large scale. Its 30-inch mirror was designed to be 

used by the public for night sky observation 

without an observatory building. The John Wall 

Telescope, positioned nearby, echoed these same 

features.The session ended with a foggy walk 

back through the rural setting. 

I dont think many of us had been to Oxford 

before and so we had been unaware of the cityôs 

beauty. It is riddled with historic buildings and 

prominent educational institutions. The leaves on 

the trees, painted red yellow and brown, 

accentuated the historic feel of the streets that we 

had the pleasure of walking down. As you can 

probably tell by my lengthy account, I had a great 

time and am very grateful to the teachers involved 

in organizing the trip. Id like to say a huge thank 

you to them! 

 

Sabeera Dar 10P 

GCSEPod for effective 

learning and revision! 

This is an exciting opportunity for pupils in year 

11 to access learning resources written by teachers 

for extended learning. GCSEPod provides GCSE 

revision modules in the form of audio learning 

guides which can be downloaded onto your 

computer, iPod or mobile phone as and when you 

need them. Their titles have been expertly created 

to help students with GCSE revision for mocks 

and exams, as well as coursework.  

This resource: 

¶ has been produced in collaboration with 

over 30 teachers for GCSE students  

¶ is relevant to the six main GCSE exam 

boards across seven subjects  

¶ has enhanced podcasts with added text and 

original images  

¶ is as simple to download as iTunes  

¶ is for use as a learning resource throughout 

the year, not just for revision.  

How to access GCSEPod: 

¶ go onto the school MLE  

¶ click on ñStudentsò 

and then 

ñGCSEPodò in the 

favourites section 

¶ this will take you 

to a registration 

section, where you 

can register with 

your school email 

address and access 

content.  

On this chalkboard is the actual hand writing of Albert 

Einstein showing his calculation of the cosmological 

constant and the age of the universe. 
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Diwali Arts and Crafts 

Workshop 
 

Festivities leading up to the Diwali celebrations, 

celebrated by many over the October half term 

holiday, were welcomed by Challney Girls in an 

Arts and Crafts workshop organised by Mrs 

Sharma and Mr Mehta in Pupil Support. 

Girls from all year groups came together to get 

involved in a range of traditional activities from 

decorating diyaôs, traditional clay lamps, to 

designing rangoli 

patterns, used to 

welcome guests 

during the festival. 

The workshop 

brought out a 

wealth of creativity 

from the girls.  

They learnt that 

the traditional art 

of rangoli involves drawing images and motifs 

using different coloured powders. In parts of 

India, patterns are made using rice powder, 

crushed lime stone, or coloured chalk. They may 

be topped with grains, pulses, beads, or flowers, 

symbolic of some of natureôs finest resources.  

Also known as óThe Festival of Lightsô, Diwali is 

celebrated by millions all over the world. It 

extends over five days and is a great favourite 

with children because of the lights, fireworks and 

sharing of gifts and sweets. The festival celebrates 

the victory of good over evil, light over darkness 

and knowledge over ignorance. 

The workshop proved a huge success and was a 

good opportunity to raise the girlsô cultural 

awareness and to help them to think about the 

similarities that Diwali shares with other major 

festivals like Eid and Christmas. 

The girls were commended on their effort and 

enthusiasm and prizes were awarded for the best 

diyaôs and rangoli patterns which later formed 

part of a colourful display in the Pupil Support 

Heart Space.  We would like to encourage the 

girls to continue taking part in such activities and 

hope we can build on this yearôs success. Well 

done to all those involved. 

ñOFSTEDò results 
 

Thank you to everyone who completed a survey 

for us in October during Consultation Day to let 

us know your thoughts about our school.  We are 

delighted that the results show that, as parents and 

carers, you continue to have a high regard for the 

school and the work that we do. 

Using the very same survey that OFSTED use 

immediately prior to their conducting a full school 

inspection, we asked you to judge our work. You 

were asked to respond with either ñstrongly 

agreeò, ñagreeò, ñnot sureò, ñdisagreeò or 

ñstrongly disagreeò to each of 13 statements about 

our school. 

In all, 551 parents and carers completed the 

survey. Of these, 90% said they either agreed or 

strongly agreed with the statement, ñMy child 

enjoys schoolò. What is more, 93% either agreed 

or strongly agreed that, ñThe school keeps my 

child safeò, 93% either agreed or strongly agreed 

that, ñThe school informs me about my childôs 

progressò and 94% agreed or strongly agreed that, 

ñOverall, I am happy with my childôs experience 

at this schoolò. 

What is more, over 80% of respondents either 

agreed or strongly agreed with 12 of the 13 

statements. These other statements covered such 

diverse aspects of school life as, ñMy child is 

making enough progress at this schoolò, ñThe 

teaching is good at this schoolò, ñThe school helps 

my child to have a healthy lifestyleò and ñThe 

school is led and managed effectivelyò. 

We also found that very few parents and carers 

disagreed or strongly disagreed with any of the 13 

statements; in fact, on average, fewer than 3% of 

parents and carers indicated that they disagreed or 

strongly disagreed with any one statement. 

While we are very reassured by your responses, 

you will understand that we are not, of course, at 

all complacent. Our next challenge is to find out 

why even as many as 3% of parents and carers felt 

that we were not doing a good job in any aspect of 

our work and then to decide what to do to redress 

any short-comings that we identify. 
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Information Evenings 
 

Thank you to all parents and carers who have 

already been able to attend an Information 

Evening this year. Indeed, we are pleased to report 

that attendance has once again steadily improved 

upon last year. What is more, your positive 

evaluations show us that you continue to 

appreciate the commitment and professionalism of 

our teachers in preparing and delivering their 

presentations and workshops to you. 

We remain concerned, however, that some parents 

and carers have been unable to attend. To this end, 

we recently conducted a survey of all who had 

been unable to attend their daughterôs first 

Information Evening of 2011-12 to find out the 

reason why. 

Reassuringly, the vast majority of you confirmed 

that you would like to attend an Information 

Evening in the future. The survey threw up some 

other interesting results, too. 94% of you said that 

you had received the letter of invitation from 

school, belying the suspicion that letters from 

school linger in the bottom of your daughtersô 

bags and never reach you. Almost half of all 

parents and carers gave family commitments as 

the reason why they had been unable to attend and 

another quarter said that work commitments had 

caused the difficulty.  

When we asked you about your preferred time for 

Information Evenings in the future, the most 

popular suggestion was 3.45ï5.15pm, an hour 

earlier than our current time slot. What is more, 

the preferred evening in the week would seem to 

be Monday. 

As a result, we are now considering arranging an 

earlier start for Information Evenings and to 

switching them to a Monday from next year. Of 

course, we are aware that parents and carers who 

currently attend Information Evenings regularly 

might find these suggested changes difficult. If 

that is the case, could you please let us know by 

contacting us at the school early next term before 

we make a final decision. 

 

 

       Students working hard on their Diwali artwork (page 5) 

 

 
     

Students on expedition training in Snowdonia (page 9) 

 

 

 

Miss Ringrow preparing food with some of our students plus 

visiting students from van Lodenstein College (page 8) 
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Youth Worker, Sita Hall, of the Youth Zone talking to a 

parent at the Healthy Lifestyles Fair (page 9 ) 

 

 

 
Historian, Tony Warner, who visited our school both in 

October to give a talk to pupils during Black History Month 

(p10) and as guest speaker at our Awards Evening 

(opposite) 

 

 
 

Challney pupils nervously await the arrival of pupils from 

van Lodenstein College (page 8) 

 

College Talks 

Understandably, many parents and carers, 

especially of pupils in years 10 and 11, become 

increasingly concerned about their daughterôs 

future post-16. To this end, over the last few years 

we have invited parents and carers to attend their 

daughterôs PDC lessons in year 11 over three 

consecutive weeks during the month of 

November. This has been when the three local 

colleges, Luton 6
th
 Form College, Barnfield 

College and Dunstable College, have come in to 

school during the day to make a presentation 

about what their colleges have to offer. Although 

these presentations have been principally designed 

for their daughters, there is no doubt that parents 

and carers have found them very beneficial, too. 

Awards Evening 

Our biggest event of the year, our annual Awards 

Evening, was, as usual, staged before a packed 

gathering, on Thursday November 10
th
. This year, 

however, being the first Awards Evening in our 

new building, the occasion was just a little bit 

different. 
To begin with, so many parents, carers, dignitaries 

and former pupils, not to mention our current staff 

and pupils, wished to attend, that we were forced 

to reconsider our original plan of holding the 

event in the Main Hall. Afraid that it would be 

impossible to accommodate everyone, we were  

obliged to relocate to the larger Sports Hall. 

Thank goodness that we did, otherwise we  

certainly would not have been able to squeeze 

everyone in. 
The evening itself went off without a hitch. In a 

departure from our normal arrangements, 

refreshments were served before the event, rather 

than afterwards, in our new canteen. Thanks are 

due once again to Mrs Balding and her Hospitality 

and Catering students who performed a wonderful 

job for us in serving the food and drinks so 

professionally. 

Our guest speaker was historian Tony Warner 

who had earlier visited our school in October to 


