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Our Vision

Our vision is to educate, empower and inspire 
generations of children through a network of 
outstanding schools that are recognised at a local, 
regional and national level as being the absolute 
benchmark in teaching and learning.

Our schools will be recognised as the most forward 
thinking and innovative organisations within the 
communities that they serve, and all children will 
leave our care as well rounded individuals who have 
achieved high levels of academic success and are well 
prepared for life in modern Britain.

Our Values

The Chiltern Learning Trust is characterised by its 
passionate and unrelenting drive to ensure that every 
one of its students makes extraordinary progress, 
achieves exceptional standards and realises his or her 
huge potential within schools where best practice is 
commonplace, and which pride themselves at being at 
the cutting edge of innovation and next practice.

The Trust is committed to developing the whole 
person so that young people know what they care 
about in life and what drives them; know their 
strengths and aspirations; know how to remain 
optimistic and bounce back from setbacks; know  
how to deal with their emotions;  

know what makes them happy and how to stay that 
way; know the importance of humour; know how 
to look after themselves and live healthy fulfilling 
lives and know how to support others and how they 
can contribute to making society a better place for 
themselves, others and future generations.

The Trust will do this by offering them a first class 
education within each individual academy, and by 
offering outstanding enrichment opportunities which 
will offer them unique experiences and see them truly 
stand apart from others.

Valuing our students 

We passionately believe that all children and young 
people, however challenging their circumstances and 
whatever their background, can achieve.  Our students 
will practise the values of integrity, compassion, 
understanding and tolerance.

Valuing our staff  

We are passionate about our staff, as we are about 
our students. We want to employ and create 
outstanding teachers, leaders and non-teaching staff, 
who genuinely aspire to excellence, are truly excited 
by challenge, love to take risks, and have a passion to 
co-develop and co-construct next practice with their 
students and fellow practitioners.

Our Trust has grown and developed over time, but remains committed to  
a clear vision and values. While each school operates independently and  
has established relationships with the local community, it is important to 
know that the vision and values is what unites our schools in partnership  
and allows us to offer more support and opportunities to our communities.

Dallow
Primary School
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Introduction from the CEO

Here we are again, the start of another school year.  
I hope everyone had a relaxing summer break and  
has settled into the start of the new term. 

In this newsletter we look back on the events of  
last term and the results of the students’ summer 
exams. We also welcome some new faces, schools  
and traditions to the Trust. We also wanted to 
pay tribute to Sadia Omar, one of our fantastic 
colleagues who sadly passed away shortly before 
the summer holidays.

To start I would like to highlight the fantastic results 
achieved across the Trust in the students’ SATs, GSCE 
and A Level exams. Almost every one of our schools 
has seen improvements in their results. 

To share some headline figures, the Trust experienced 
a significant increase of 15% in our SATs combined 
scores. Our GCSE results were also impressive with 
two thirds of our students securing a Level 4 or above 
in both English and maths. Our A Level results didn’t 
let the side down either with a pass rate of 100%  
and almost half of all results were graded as A*, A 
or B grades. This is testament to the quality of 
teaching and support that our staff provide at each 
of our schools, and the support we have from 
our communities.

This September we welcome four new Trustees  
to the Trust and of course Lark Rise Primary  
Academy, Cedars Upper School and Linslade School 
who will undoubtably be excellent additions to  
our Trust family. 

I would like to officially welcome Donna Neely-Hayes 
to the position of Headteacher at Denbigh High 
School, Roland Freeman as Deputy Headteacher of 
Challney High School for Girls and Romina Lang as 
acting Head at Lark Rise Academy. I would also like 
to extend this welcome to Ian Douglas who has been 
appointed as Headteacher of Chiltern Academy. 

We also celebrated a monumental day for the Trust as 
Chiltern Academy opened its doors for the first time. 
We were excited to welcome the academy’s first ever 
cohort of Year 7s and begin school life.  

As we look forward to the term ahead, I want to 
encourage everyone to work hard and follow your 
passions. I cannot wait to see what the term has in 
store for us, and look forward to hearing of more 
successes at all our schools.

Adrian Rogers  
Chief Executive of Chiltern 
Learning Trust (CLT)

LATEST NEWS FROM ACROSS THE TRUST
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Tribute to Sadia Omar  

Sadia Omar, a loved and respected teacher of maths and Urdu at Challney  
High School for Boys, sadly passed away shortly before the end of last term. 
Sadia was a bright light in our community and leaves behind a great legacy 
that our students and staff will carry with them. 

Sadia was a kind and caring person that helped and guided many in our 
community. Her patience and talent for teaching meant her classes produced 
some of the best results in the school. While she completed her training,  
her assessor commented that her final lesson observation was the best he  
had ever seen taught by someone gaining Qualified Teacher Status. 

Sadia had a particular skill for supporting boys who were struggling with their maths and helping them to 
catch up with the rest. She was also responsible for teaching numerous students how to read and write in 
Urdu and shared with her students a real love for her first language and Urdu poetry. 

In her honour, staff and students at Challney High School for Boys raised in excess of £1400 to fund the 
installation of water pumps in villages around the world that do not currently benefit from a reliable supply 
of water. The donation will fund at least seven pumps which will all bear commemorative plaques.
Sadia was an outstanding teacher and form tutor, committed to Fosse House and her pupils. Her positivity, 
loyalty and upstanding professionalism will always be remembered. She will be deeply missed by all who 
knew her.

LATEST NEWS FROM ACROSS THE TRUST
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New faces

We would like to introduce four new Trustees who joined us at the end of the summer term. 

The new Trustees will be part of our Board of Trustees which have overall responsibility for strategic planning and 
setting policies for the Trust. The board hold the Chief Executive and schools to account. It also appoints members 
to serve on the Local Governing Bodies and can delegate various functions to them. 

Each of our new members bring with them a wide range of experiences and expertise which will help our 
community be the best we can be. 

A growing Trust

We are extremely excited to welcome Lark Rise Primary Academy, Cedars Upper School and Linslade School to 
the Trust. It is their first debut in the newsletter so look out for their updates. All three schools joined us in May 
and are important additions to our community. We are looking forward to getting to know them better and sharing 
best practice. 

Drew Lewin works for a car 
manufacturing company as a 
Senior Manager and is a highly 
experienced Governor. 

Suzanne Spicer runs her own 
accountancy firm. Suzanne 
has previous experience 
as a Trustee for a variety 
of charities and was also a 
former Governor for a large 
upper school.  

Drew Lewin 

Suzanne Spicer

Shahed Koyes

Graham Pryor

Shahed Koyes is a 
local entrepreneur and 
businessman, well known 
within the Luton community. 
Shahed works with several 
local companies and not-for-
profit educational businesses. 

Graham Pryor is a Senior 
Leader of a major 
construction company. 
Previously, Graham worked 
as a Senior Governor in an 
outstanding primary school. 

LATEST NEWS FROM ACROSS THE TRUST
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Success for our students  

We would like to extend a massive congratulations to all our pupils who 
took their SATS, GCSEs and A Level exams this summer. They all worked 
extremely hard to achieve some fantastic results. We are very proud and 
wish our students the best of luck, whether they are staying within our 
community, or moving on to endeavours elsewhere. 

To summarise, almost every one of our schools saw improvements in their results. It is fantastic to see our 
schools thriving and supporting each other. 

Overall, the Trust’s KS2 SATS results are up by 15% for combined scores which is a massive improvement. 
For example, 98% of students reached the expected standard of reading at Lark Rise Academy, which is an 
impressive increase of 21%. Furthermore, 80% of students at Dallow Primary School achieved the expected 
standard of writing and 79% of students reached this standard at Marston Vale Middle School. Linslade 
Middle School saw a 4% increase as 71% of students reached the expected standard in maths.  

The Trust’s GCSE results were also strong with almost half of our students achieving a strong pass (Level 5-9) 
in both English and maths and two thirds securing a good pass (Level 4-9) in both subjects. We expect that all 
our schools will secure strong Progress figures when the final league tables are published later this year.

Our A Level results continued our success as the Trust had a 100% pass rate for 
A Level exams and almost half of all results were graded as A*, A or B grades. 
Additionally, more than a fifth of all exams were awarded A* or A grades.

We are very pleased with the strong results achieved across the board.  
We would like to thank every member of staff, pupil and parent for their hard 
work, commitment and support that they have shown each school.

You can find out more about each of our schools’ successes later in the newsletter.

LATEST NEWS FROM ACROSS THE TRUST
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Creating new traditions   

At the end of last term, we launched our inaugural Trust-wide sports day. The event was a brilliant 
opportunity for our community to come together, celebrate the end of term and enjoy some sport.  

The event took place at Stockwood Park and all our schools took part. We were thrilled to host the Junior 
Great British 200m relay athlete, Gerald Matthew. His speech was truly inspirational, and our students were 
eager to impress him. Thank you to the staff who organised the day and to all the students who competed. 
We are already excited for next year.

LATEST NEWS FROM ACROSS THE TRUST
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  Lark Rise Academy 

As we start the new academic year, we want to reflect on what has 
 been a massive year for us. We have recently joined the Trust and 
are already benefiting from the support, achieving fantastic SATs 
results among many other achievements. 

88% of our students achieved the expected standard of reading, writing and maths in their SATS exams.  
An astonishing 98% of our students reached the expected standard of reading which is an increase of 21% on last 
year. In nearly every one of the measures, our school results increased by over 10%.  This is outstanding, and we 
are very proud of our students. 

To celebrate such success, we held a Leavers and Awards Ceremony at the 
Grove Theatre and the whole school had a picnic on the field. It was lovely to 
see all our students together, celebrating each other’s successes. 

Our students also had lots of fun during our school talent show, the L Factor. 
Students danced and sang their favourite songs alongside other original acts.  
To round up the year we had a Summer Fete and the Leavers’ Disco. We have also 
had successful sports fixtures including county Badminton, a trust-wide dodgeball 
tournament,  the FA attitudes cup and the primary school sports festival. 

  Dallow Primary School

We are delighted to share the results of our students’ SATS exams. Our school 
experienced an impressive 16% increase in the number of students reaching the 
expected standard in reading, writing and maths. A remarkable 80% of our students 
achieved the expected standard of writing and 63% of our students achieved the 
expected standard in reading, which is a huge increase of 22%. These achievements 
reflect the hard work of both students and staff at the school. 

We celebrated our students’ hard work with a busy summer term. Our students had the opportunity to take part 
in a variety of activities from the Year 6 drumming concert to the recycled materials fashion show. All experiences 
helped our students to build communication skills and develop their talents.  

Our students performed in the school’s production of the Wizard of Oz, showcasing their singing, dancing and acting 
abilities. They also visited Southend Beach and the London Aquarium to build on their knowledge of topics they had 
been learning about in class. 

At the end of term, we held a wonderful leaving assembly to say goodbye to our Year 6 students. We wish them the 
best of luck as they start secondary school.

Dallow
Primary School

LATEST NEWS FROM ACROSS THE TRUST
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Marston Vale  
Middle School

We were very pleased with our students SATS results at the end 
of last term. 79% of our students reached the expected standard 
of writing, 69% achieved the expected standard for maths and 
64% achieved the expected standard of reading. As a reward, 
the ice cream truck came to school, and the Year 6s definitely 
enjoyed the treat. 

After their exams, Year 6 had a busy term. Mad Science ran a workshop 
at school, inspiring our pupils to get involved in the sciences and STEM 
subjects. They also enjoyed a trip to Wrest Park and a variety of other 
activities at school.

Some of our older students experienced teaching a class. The Language 
Leaders built their confidence and improved their language skills by 
planning and teaching a French lesson to younger students.

All our students from across the school performed brilliantly in the 
school’s production of the Wizard of Oz. It was great to see the 
confidence of our pupils grow as they practiced and took to the stage. 
We cannot wait to see what they will perform next. 

 Linslade School

We would like to thank everyone for helping our students achieve such great 
SATs results last term. 61% of our students reached the expected standard 
for reading, writing and maths and 71% of students reached the expected 
standard in maths which is an increase of 4% from last year. 

Alongside the academic results, our students also thrived in other areas including sports. We held our first 
ever sports awards to celebrate the achievements of our pupils. Our KS2 tri-golf team won the title of County 
Champions and some of our students visited Wimbledon to watch the tennis. We now have some budding sports 
people among us. 

The arts were also a key part of summer term with the school’s performance of ‘This is Me’. This gave our creative 
students a chance to experience performing in front of an audience and be part of a production. We also held our 
annual Summer Soiree to celebrate the induvial talents of our pupils. It is always astonishing just how much talent 
we have at school.

LATEST NEWS FROM ACROSS THE TRUST



10

Challney High School for Girls

Our new Year 7 girls have some fantastic role models to look up  
to as our latest GSCE students achieved strong results this summer. 
62% of our students achieved Level 4 and higher in English and 
maths combined which is an increase from last year’s results  
and an impressive 34% of our girls achieved Level 5 and above  
in these subjects. Our Progress 8 figure now places us in the top  
15% of schools.

The grades are inspirational for our younger students and we are looking forward to supporting this year’s Year 11 
pupils to reach their potential. However, we also believe it is important to offer a broad and varied curriculum.  
Last term, our students excelled in other subjects including Art, DT and sport. 

Some examples of this include our Year 10 dance students attending an interesting Abundant Art workshop and 
our Year 7s taking part in the local rounders championship. Some of our girls also went to Switzerland to attend  
an Accelerating Science event which was very inspiring. We even held our own Influential Women awards evening 
to celebrate the success and confidence of our students in all areas. 

  Challney High School for Boys

We are celebrating a brilliant start to the term as our students achieved 
fantastic GCSE results. 65% of our students achieved a Level 4 and above 
in English and maths combined. This is a significant increase of 6% on last 
year’s results. 

An impressive 42% of our students achieved Level 5 and above in English and maths combined. This is thanks, not only 
to our students’ dedication, but to the great quality of teaching on offer at Challney High School for Boys. We took 
staff and students to Thorpe Park to celebrate the end of the year and thank them for their hard work.  

We also held our KS3 and KS4 Subject Awards to celebrate our students’ great academic achievements. We were 
thrilled to welcome Mr Sufian Sadiq, the Head of Business Studies at Luton Sixth Form College and an Old Boy of  
the school as the guest speaker. It is important to commend and highlight the talent and potential at the school.  
It is wonderful to see the enthusiasm that our pupils have for learning. 

In other news we had a fantastic sports day. All the boys got involved and showed their ability to work as a team. 
Congratulations to Watling House who took The Athletic Association Cup for track day events, The Allen Cup for 
multisport events and The Pioneer Cup as overall house champions for 2018. Well done also to Fosse house who took 
The New Zealand Cup for the most positive house spirit. 

We also welcomed celebrated author of children’s books, Mr Peter J Murray.  He presented several workshops to our 
students. They found it motivating and are keen to develop their writing skills.

Some students also visited Silverstone University Technical College which gave the boys an insight into the world of 
high performance engineering and business and technical events management. The stunning facilities and expertise 
of the staff was exceptional, and it was great to see our students passionate about STEM related fields. 

LATEST NEWS FROM ACROSS THE TRUST
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Putteridge High School

We are delighted that 64% of our students achieved a Level 4  
or above in both their English and maths GCSEs. This is a 
massive 14% improvement from last year. 40% of our students 
achieved Level 5 and higher in English and maths which is also an 
improvement from last year and shows that more of our students 
are achieving the higher grades. We would like to thank everyone 
including our students, parents, staff, governors and community 
for supporting our progress over the last three years. 

The school also had a successful summer of sport. Our Year 10 and 11 cricket team made history by becoming  
the first team to win the Luton Schools Year 10 and 11 cricket league. Our Year 7 and 8, and Year 9 and 10 boys  
tennis teams won the Luton Schools Tennis competition. We also had several pupils who performed brilliantly 
at Gymnastic competitions across the East of England and won a selection of medals. 

Our younger students also had a successful summer term. 51 of our Year 9 students attended a Careers Day at the 
University of Bedfordshire where they took part in a STEM themed escape room and got out within 14 minutes. Our 
Year 9 students also visited Cranfield University for the Bedford Schools Coding Challenge. Our teams were amazing 
and won 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in the Mobile Phone Security Category. 

Year 8 were also busy producing their Portfolios of Pride and we held a 
fantastic Celebration evening to appreciate their work. Further to this, 10 
of our best Year 7 linguists did us proud at the Luton Schools Languages 
Festival at Luton Sixth Form College. Congratulations to Presiana who won 
the title of The Luton Schools German Spelling Bee champion. 

Our older students had their Prom which was a lovely occasion and great to 
see the whole year group celebrating together at the end of their exams and 
time with us. We wish them the best of luck for their future. 

   Denbigh High School

We are celebrating another strong set of GSCE results. 61% of our students 
achieved a Level 4 or above in both their English and maths with 42% of our 
students achieving a Level 5 or above in these subjects. Our Progress 8 figure 
now places us in the top 5% of schools which is a fantastic achievement.  
We want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who supports our 
students throughout the year, not only with their studies but with their 
personal development too. 

At the other end of the spectrum, our Year 7s were celebrating completing their first year of high school. They enjoyed 
lots of activities including a trip to London. They went site seeing at Buckingham Palace and visited the London 
Science Museum, having a go at all the interactive installations. Students also took part in our STEM catapult building 
project and there were some impressive results. 

LATEST NEWS FROM ACROSS THE TRUST
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  Cedars Upper School 

We would like to congratulate all our students who sat their GCSEs and A Levels 
last term and achieved some outstanding results. We had an impressive 100% pass 
rate for A Level exams with almost half of all results being the highest A*, A or B 
grades and more than a fifth being A* or A grades.

This is down to the work ethos of our students and their determination to succeed. 75% of 
all art results were A*or A grades. Further maths was also an outstanding subject where an 
astonishing 80% of our students achieved A*or A grades. We wish all our young adults the 
best as they move onto higher education, apprenticeships and jobs. 

Our GCSE results were also strong this year with 63% of our students achieving a Level 4 and above in English 
and maths. Almost half of our students achieved a Level 5 or higher which is an increase on last year’s results. 

At the end of last term, we had a huge amount of exciting activities taking place. Within school, our students 
experienced creative science lessons with amazing experiments that the students really enjoyed. Our English 
department also held a Literacy Festival and the students produced some brilliant posters to display around 
school. The Art department held an exhibition to celebrate the outstanding artwork produced throughout the year. 
Furthermore, drama students put on a production of The Real Inspector Hound by Tom Stoppard which was fantastic. 

Further afield, our Year 9 maths students did exceptionally well, reaching the national finals of the Edgehill University 
maths challenge. There were also trips out to the Royal Academy, the Imperial War Museum, the National Portrait 
Gallery, the air museum at Duxford, the Bank of England and the battlefields in Belgium.  

Some of our students also took part in extracurricular activities including 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award. For the award our students had to 
complete an outdoor expedition, volunteering, physical exercise and learn 
a new skill. 30 of our students decided to take their explorations to the 
next level and flew out to Columbia and Peru for a month-long World 
Challenge. It is encouraging to see our students excited about broadening 
their horizons.

LATEST NEWS FROM ACROSS THE TRUST
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Chiltern Academy

Hundreds of children were welcomed into Luton’s new secondary 
school as Chiltern Academy officially opened its doors for the  
first-time.

Chiltern Academy, is the first new secondary school to be built  
in Luton to relieve the deficit of secondary school places currently 
experienced in the town. 

We welcomed 210 students into our temporary site in the former Studio School buildings on York Street 
in Hightown. The school’s £20million purpose-built school building on Gipsy Lane started construction earlier 
this year and will become the permanent home of the school from September 2019 when the build is complete.

Led by the former senior deputy headteacher at Denbigh High School, Mr Ian Douglas, Chiltern Academy will grow 
year-on-year until it reaches its 1,200 capacity by 2022.

Mr Douglas said: “Opening the new school is the culmination of a lot of hard work, dedication and support from 
Chiltern Learning Trust, Department for Education, Luton Borough Council and the whole community. 

“We are very pleased to see so many young people arriving at the new school and look forward to creating 
a strong community school with them over the next five years of their education.

“Through working closely with our partners at Denbigh High 
School, Challney High School for Boys, Challney High School 
for Girls and Putteridge High School we believe that Chiltern 
Academy will become an outstanding school for the local 
community. It will be a school that insists upon the highest 
standards and a place where we can also provide additional 
enrichment and vocational opportunities for our students.”

LATEST NEWS FROM ACROSS THE TRUST
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Year 7 Open Evenings
    

Challney High School for Boys - Thursday 11th October 2018, 5.00pm  
Stoneygate Rd, Luton LU4 9TJ

Challney High School for Girls - Thursday 11th October 2018, 6.00pm 
Addington Way, Luton LU4 9FJ

Denby High School - Thursday 4th October 2018, 6.00pm 
Alexandra Ave, Luton LU3 1HE

Putteridge High School - Tuesday 2nd October 2018, 5.30pm 
Putteridge Rd, Luton LU2 8HJ

Cedars Upper School - Wednesday 3rd October 2018, 6.00pm  
Mentmore Rd, Leighton Buzzard LU7 2AE

Chiltern Academy - Wednesday 17th October 2018, 5.30pm (parents and children), 
Thursday 18th October 9:55 am (parents only) 
The former Studio School, 1-9 York St. Luton LU2 0EZ
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