
Year 7 Catch Up Premium 

Key Priorities 

 To provide a varied range of literacy and numeracy interventions for the Catch-Up 
Premium students. 

 To support the progress and attainment of these students to help them to access the 
secondary curriculum more fully. 

 

In the academic year 2014-2015 the School was in receipt of £43,000 to support those students who 

joined the School in Year 7 below level 4 in either English and/or mathematics.  There were a total of 

39 students below level 4 in English and 47 students below level 4 in mathematics 

Literacy interventions 

All students follow the Accelerated Reader programme to improve their reading and comprehension 

skills.  They have also accessed the Lexia phonics based programme.  Additional support was also 

given to this cohort through individual and small group support from the HLTA in English.  By the end 

of year 7, 82% of these students were working at level 4 and above with 62% of students making 

more than expected progress. 

Rates of progress: 

 0-1 sub levels  2 sub levels 3+ sub levels 

No of students 4 9 21 

 

The Accelerated Reader programme has proven to be the more a more effective intervention for 

these students.  The Lexia programme has proven to be less successful and as a result is now only 

being used as a targeted intervention for individual students rather than all students who are below 

level 4. 

For the 2015-2016 cohort an alternative approach is being taken in the students’ weekly literacy 

lesson.  Whilst the Accelerated Reader work is being maintained, a greater focus on basic literacy 

skills is being delivered by the relevant teachers, supported by the HLTA, in order to better meet the 

needs of individual students. 

In addition to this, an after school Creative Writing Club and Creative Reading Club are starting next 

week.  These are targeted interventions led by the HLTA in English and one teacher from the English 

department.  They are intended to provide additional small group support to help the students catch 

up.  The Creative Reading Club has been specifically designed to be complementary to the on-going 

use of the Accelerated Reader programme. 

Numeracy interventions 

Students in this cohort needing to catch up in numeracy were initially given some additional support 

by the HLTA in mathematics.  Unfortunately due to timetabling issues this was not consistent across 

the cohort and as result slower progress was made by these students in mathematics. 



In response to this, the School investigated a variety of approaches and a decision was made to use 

the Accelerated Maths programme.  This was chosen due to its personalised approach to student 

progress and due to the School’s positive experience of using Accelerated Reader.  This was 

implemented in the latter part of the summer term.  41 students of the original cohort of 47 

students were identified at this point as still requiring intervention.  Students were tested on the 

programme at the beginning of June and were re-tested mid-July and 56% of these students made 

one sub level progress in this time period. 

Rates of progress: 

 0-1 sub levels  2 sub levels 3+ sub levels 

No of students 28 14 5 

 

Of the original 47 students, by the end of the academic year 16 students were working at level 4 and 

above.  As this intervention started relatively late within the year, the department is continuing with 

this intervention in year 8 with these students to further maximise progress.  The recent 

appointment of a new HLTA in mathematics will also enable us to provide before school and after 

school intervention for these students. 

The 2015-2016cohort are also following the Accelerated Maths programme and will receive 

additional in class and after school small group support from our new HLTA. 


